
APPLICATION FOR DOCTORAL ADMISSION
The Foster G. McGaw Graduate School/National College of Education

ADMISSION POLICY

Procedures and requirements are specific to each University program. Admission to graduate study in one program does not
ensure admission to all University degree programs. It is your responsibility to be aware of the policies and requirements of
National-Louis University as stated in the Graduate Catalog. National College of Education at National-Louis University reserves
the right to change any provision or requirement, including fees, at any time, with or without notice.

National-Louis University admits students to all programs and activities and administers all educational, employment and other
policies without discrimination because of race, color, age, religion, gender, sexual orientation, ancestry, disability, military
status or marital status. 

For more information, visit our website at www.nl.edu/academics/nce/programs/doctoral

PERSONAL DATA
Please print 

Last Name First Middle/Maiden

Other names which may appear on transcripts Application Date

Address: Street or Route 

City/State/Zip Country

Home Telephone Work Telephone Email Address

Social Security Number Marital Status* Birth Date Gender

U.S. Citizen: � Yes � No If no, indicate country of citizenship:___________________________________

If non-immigrant alien in the U.S., indicate type of visa:___________________________________________________________

What is your native language?_________________________________________________________________________________

National-Louis University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission www.ncahigherlearningcommission.org. National-Louis University is accredited by the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE). National College of
Education at National-Louis University is also accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).

NCE-0174-DoctoralApp-Oct08

GET IT AT NLU



Check the Ed.D. program to which you are applying:

� Curriculum and Social Inquiry

� Disability and Equity in Education

� Educational Leadership

� Educational Psychology

� School Psychology Concentration

� Human Learning & Development Concentration

� Reading and Language

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Please begin with present employer

Employer ____________________________Position_____________________________From_________________To_____________

Address/City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________Telephone __________________________

Employer ____________________________Position_____________________________From_________________To_____________

Address/City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________Telephone __________________________

Employer ____________________________Position_____________________________From_________________To_____________

Address/City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________Telephone __________________________

Employer ____________________________Position_____________________________From_________________To_____________

Address/City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________Telephone __________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS

Doctoral applicants must obtain at least two academic recommendations and two professional recommendations. 

I do � do not � retain my right to read confidential letters of recommendation.

Name ____________________________________________Position/Occupation ______________________________________

Address/City/State/Zip_______________________________Telephone_______________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________Position/Occupation ______________________________________

Address/City/State/Zip_______________________________Telephone_______________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________Position/Occupation ______________________________________

Address/City/State/Zip_______________________________Telephone_______________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________Position/Occupation ______________________________________

Address/City/State/Zip_______________________________Telephone_______________________________________________



ADMISSION INFORMATION

Have you ever applied to National-Louis University before? � Yes � No

Have you ever attended National-Louis University before? If so, when? ______________________________________________

Semester Hours Earned_______________________Degree Earned___________________________________________________

Have you previously submitted any transcripts or letters of recommendation in support of this application that are not now

enclosed with this application form? � Yes � No

If so, what has been submitted?_______________________________________________________________________________

When did you or will you take the Graduate Record Examination (GRE)?_____________________________________________

What certificate(s) do you presently hold?_______________________________________________________________________

ACADEMIC BACKGROUND
Graduate

Institution___________________________________________Address/City/State/Zip_____________________________________

Dates Attended_____________________________________Degree Earned___________________________________________

Institution___________________________________________Address/City/State/Zip_____________________________________

Dates Attended_____________________________________Degree Earned___________________________________________

Undergraduate

Institution___________________________________________Address/City/State/Zip_____________________________________

Dates Attended_____________________________________Degree Earned___________________________________________

Institution___________________________________________Address/City/State/Zip_____________________________________

Dates Attended_____________________________________Degree Earned___________________________________________

ETHNIC BACKGROUND* 
Check one

� American Indian/Alaska Native � Black Non-Hispanic

� Asian Pacific Islander � Hispanic

� White/Non-Hispanic � Non-Resident Alien

� Race/Ethnicity Unknown

* Optional Information



WRITTEN STATEMENT

Responses to the following questions must be completed and typed, single spaced, if possible. Please attach your typed
responses. Each response to each question must not exceed one full page. The written statement is important in the evalu-
ation of your application. In addition to considering the content of your statements, the faculty will evaluate your ability to
express your ideas in written communication. Grammar, spelling and other writing mechanics are important here. At least
as important are how you frame your ideas, the depth of your discussion of the influences on your thinking and the reading
and experiences that inform your responses to these questions.

Questions for applicants to all programs

1. What are your professional goals and how do you envision doctoral experiences supporting and/or relevant to achieving
those goals?

2. What previous professional and personal experiences encouraged you to apply to this doctoral program?

3. Please explain what readings, academic studies or specific ideas have contributed to your current understandings as a
professional. How do you strive to enact these understandings in your professional work?

Additional questions for Curriculum and Social Inquiry.

4. In your view how does curriculum as practiced and experienced in schools or other educational settings interact with
social, cultural or historical forces and influences?

5. What are your thoughts on the role of educators as professionals actively working toward social changes that create
justice and equality in social institutions? In what ways have you used activism in your life?

Additional questions for Disability and Equity in Education.

4. In your view how does disability as experience and responded to in schools or other educational settings interact with
social, cultural or historical forces and influences?

5. What are your thoughts on the role of educators as professionals actively working toward social changes that create
justice and equality in social institutions? In what ways have you used activism in your life?

Additional questions for Educational Psychology and Reading and Language.

4. What philosophical beliefs have you developed about teaching, learning, human development, change and leadership
and how do you strive to enact these in your professional work?

Return the completed application materials in the envelope provided to:

National-Louis University
Office of Admissions and Records
Wheeling Campus
1000 Capitol Drive
Wheeling, Illinois 60090

I certify that the information given on this application is complete and correct to the best of my knowledge and that I have
attended no institutions other than those listed. I understand that I am responsible for arranging for the forwarding of official
transcripts or records from schools I have attended and that such transcripts become the property of the University and will
not be returned to me. I also understand that my acceptance to National-Louis University is subject to verification by official
records sent directly from the institutions I have attended.

Applicant’s Signature________________________________________________________________Date ____________________


